roof and walls. It was repaired by various
Sultans and Amirs of Egypt but at present
it is a mass of ruins. Though Hakim was
from a Christian mother, during his reign
both the Jews and Christians lost many
of the privileges which they had enjoyed
under his father Al-Aziz, but never-
theless they continued to hold highest
offices. The eccentricities of his character
began to appear at a very early age. His
strange face, terrible blue eyes and loud
voice made people shrink and tremble.
His madness reached its peak when he
proclaimed himself God and was support-
ed in his claim by some Persians. The
only one among them who escaped the
wrath of the people was Darazi, who
fled to Lebanon and founded the religion
of the Druses which exists to this day.
The Khalifa himself could not escape the
anger of the people. How he was put to
death is still a mystery, for only his clothes
and dead donkey were found. The mosque
which bears his name was completed by
him before he became aware of his own
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